ou 


Canada’s Gay Community Ma 


s 


o 
is 


gaz 


Uncompromised Vision | Assured 


Developments 


Exceptional Purchaser Experience 
Innovative Design Solutions 


Enduring Quality 


We create exceptional living spaces based on a philosophy of 
innovative design, environmental responsibility and customer 
satisfaction. 


Current Projects Include: 


Single Family: 
Cimarron Country Estates | Okotoks 
Heritage Hills | Cochrane 
Summit of Montreux | Calgary 


Multi-Family: 
Akoya | The Bridges 
The Galleries | Renfrew 
Vox | Crescent Heights 
Chorus Park | Chaparral 


Recreational Properties: 
Paintbrush Ridge | Three Sisters Mountain Village 
Blackstone Mountain Lodge | Canmore 


1.403.282.7120 ext 249 | www.assuredhomes.com 
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Facial Cosmetic Surgeon 
Board Certified Otolaryngology 
and Facial Plastic Surgery 


acial Plastic Surgery 
7 Specializing in: 
Anti-Wrinkle Procedures 
(Botox’” Restylane ® ) 
Nose Reshaping 
Facelift, Eyelift 


Trust your face to an expert 


Ratay 


403-450-3759 (DrKZ) 


The Big Apple. The Ultimate Melting Pot The City That Never Sleeps. Can you judge a 
city by the number of nicknames bestowed upon it—or by popular songs written 
about it? If the answer is yes, then New York, New York has to be the global number 
one city for tourists. Forty million visitors each year cannot be wrong. 


What does a young twenty-four- 
year-old, gay man—David Watson, = 
currently residing in Banff, Alberta 
have in common with about two | 
million other average Canadians? 


As summer is just around the 
corner, now is the time to start 
thinking about our abdominal 
muscles and getting that six-pack 
ready for the beach. 
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Custom Progressives 


‘EYES OUNEY 


URSSAINIPAURENT 


CAORGIO ALMANI 
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403.266. 1253 


What is a Custom Progressive? 


Starting about the age of 40, our eyes gradually 
lose the ability to focus up close. 


The best way to restore natural vision is with 
progressive lenses. 


The typical progressive lens is developed for the 
average person, with average habits. But, like 
off the rack clothing, they are often only good 
or acceptable, rather than perfect for you. 


The custom progressive lens offers the best 
visual performance possible in a lens, because it 
is designed specifically for your eyes only. 


With the custom progressive, you will see 
better and more comfortably than any other lens. 


Your vision is important. Let us help you see 
better. 


Calgary’s only optical to custom 
set gemstones into your lenses 


for an appointment 


: Monday — Friday 106 
Saturday 10-5 


On site vision testing 
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Long Live Freedom of Speech 


By John Coulbourn 


Random thoughts on the unlamented demise of geriatric American schlock 
jock Don Imus, societal bridge-builder and authority on the properties of hair in 
the world of African American sex-trade workers: 


Is it just me, or is Imus’ firing a little like the little boy who gets his mouth 
washed out with soap for saying the very things that yesterday had another group 
of adults laughing uproariously? | mean, this is a guy who has either participated 
in or tolerated all sorts of racial bigotry, homophobia and sexual stereotyping on 
his show for years and one can’t help but wonder why he’d be fired for calling the 
members of the Rutgers women’s basketball team a bunch of “nappy-headed hos” 
when in previous programs he and his crew have ‘discussed’ everything from the 
offensive smell of black men to their contempt for “queers” and “fags”. In that 
light, it may well be that his remarks about the Rutgers team crossed the line, but, 
if so, it was a line that had been crossed so often that those who employed him 
should have been giving serious consideration to border patrols. 


| don’t listen to a lot of rap music, so | can’t really say whether or not there 
has ever been a specific rap song that referred to black women as ‘nappy-headed 
hos’, but based on the rap music | have heard while torturing myself at the local 
gym, | wouldn’t be at all surprised to find those words mixed in with the overtly 
explicit and sexual references to “bitches” and “hos”. 


All of which leads one to wonder: Would Imus’ comments have been any more 
acceptable if a black man exercising his freedom of artistic expression had made 
them, and if so, just what is the difference? Certainly, despite years of attempts 
within the gay community to rehabilitate and de-stigmatize the word “queer”, few 
can deny that when it falls from the lips of someone of Imus’ ilk today, it still has 
the capability of inflicting third-degree burns on the psyche and all the episodes 
of Queer Eye For The Straight Guy and Queer As Folk played end to end are never 
going to change that. 


And then there are the words like “fag” and “queen” and the like that are 
thrown around within our community with impunity, in much the same way as 
the n-word is thrown around within some segments of the Black community. If 
we use them amongst ourselves, do we really have a right to complain when 
someone outside the community picks those words up and hurls them back at 
us with either malice aforethought or simply ignorance of the pain they can cause 
when casually misused? 


And while we're on the subject, is the word fag destined to become another f- 


’ 


word—and will there ever be a single 
person that when they read ‘f-word’ 
within a gay context doesn’t immedi- 
ately think ‘fag—so why bother? 


Finally, old man Imus’ arrival on the 
breadlines of the unemployed (yeah, 
sure, like you can explain that haircut 
by saying he couldn’t afford a barber on 
his salary!) has a lot of conservative 
commentators screaming about the 
demise of freedom of speech in the 
land of the brave and the home of the 
free—all of which is, of course, a load 
of complete and utter horse hooey. 


To the best of my knowledge, no one 
is contesting Imus’ right to reveal 
himself as a bigoted old geriatric in 
everything he says and does. In fact, if 
he had the courage of his convictions, 
he’d have every right to go courtside 
at Rutgers and make those self-same 
remarks about ‘nappy-headed hos’ and 
I'd defend his right to say them. Rest 
assured that said defense would stop 
far short of defending him against the 
reaction those words might draw in 
front of such an audience; my mama 
didn’t raise no fools. The bottom line 
for Imus, of course, is that people who 
find those kinds of remarks offensive 
have every bit as much right to speak 
out in oppcsition to them and to fight 
to have anyone who makes such offen- 
sive remarks removed from the public 
airwaves. 


In fact, that is the same prerogative 
that has been exercised to great effect 
by stalwarts of the religious right, 
offended by corporate decisions to 
extend benefits to same sex partners, 
advertise to the GBLT to community, 
employ members of that community 
or to show movies and television 
programs that portray the gay and 
lesbian experience in a positive light. 
Freedom of speech exists to give 
everyone the right to express their 
opinion, regardless of how odious. But 
the guarantee of freedom of speech 
does not include the guarantee that 
you will not have to face the logical 
consequences that grow from what 
you say when you exercise that 
freedom. Imus lived by freedom of 
speech and, at least professionally, he 
died by it. 

Long live freedom of speech. 


Vv 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who 
lived for many years in Calgary. He now 
makes his home in Toronto, where he covers 
performing arts for the Toronto Sun. 
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The Big Apple. The Ultimate Melting Pot. The City That Never Sleeps. Can you judge a city by 
the number of nicknames bestowed upon it—or by popular songs written about it? If the 
answer is yes, then New York, New York has to be the global number one city for tourists. 
Forty million visitors each year cannot be wrong. It’s the U.S. city with the highest 
population and recognized as one of the largest cities in the world. From the early 1500s, 
New York has been a landing site for worldwide travelers and today many of those 
tourists come from the GLBT community. 


New York is a city rich in gay history and a walk on the wild side of Stonewall is a gay 
trip back to our future. Almost four decades have passed since the Stonewall riots and 
for many who have come out since June 28, 1969, this important piece of gay history may 
not be well known. On that date, and for several days following, acts of police brutality 
against homosexuals—more specifically targeted at drag queens—sparked riots which 
in turn sparked the beginning of the gay rights movement and subsequent worldwide 
Pride celebrations. 


This clash was a watershed for the worldwide gay rights movement, as gay and 
transgendered people had never before acted together in such large numbers to forcibly 
resist police harassment. 


Although the original Greenwich Village landmark of the Stonewall Inn has long since 
vanished its namesake bar—closed temporarily for renovations—stands today on the 
same spot as the original gay bar and hotel at 53 Christopher Street. Simply walking along 
this street, the feeling of our gay past is apparent and landmarks like the Oscar Wilde 
Memorial Bookstore provide information and resources for all that New York has to offer 
the gay traveler. Gay Street—which many assume was named for those who fought for 
equality at a time when the majority of people in most countries considered the GLBT 
community indecent, immoral and mentally ill—connects Christopher Street with 
Waverly Place. [Gay Street was named in the early 1800s, with no connection to the 
current GLBT population in the Village, yet it stands as an ironic—perhaps iconic— 
reminder of the neighbourhood’s demographic.] 


Today, just a few blocks from this historic site at the border between Chelsea and 
Greenwich Village, is the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community Center 
located at 208 West |3 Street. It is the meeting place for approximately 400 gay and 
lesbian organisations and is perhaps the largest facility of its kind in the world. This is a 
busy place where community forums, dances, performances and other events seem to 
occur constantly. Anyone can visit the center, which is open daily from 9:00 AM to | 1:00 
PM and provides detailed information on everything that is GLBT in New York and you're 
guaranteed a very gay welcome. They have a comprehensive tourism Welcome Packet 
containing information on resources, bars, publications, entertainment venues and much 
more. Every gay visit to New York should begin here because then likely it will end with 
a very positive gay memory of this mecca. 


The island of Manhattan contains three very distinct gay neighbourhoods: the East 
Village, Greenwich Village/Chelsea and Hells Kitchen. Each is distinctly different, but all 
contain a variety of bars, clubs, restaurants, resources and attractions to make your visit 
a very gay time. Although Greenwich Village is the historical part of gay New York, today 
most people recognise Chelsea as the real hub of the community. Local historians are 
unsure when the short migration to Chelsea actually occurred, but none dispute the 
Chelsea Gym, Colas and Food Bar were the anchors that slowly encouraged other gay 
businesses to move to this hamlet. Today it probably has the largest concentration of gay 
businesses that can be found anywhere in the city. Undisputedly, strolling down the Eighth 
Avenue promenade is to feel the pulse and heartbeat of gay and lesbian New York. 


The Chelsea district also includes some of the best gay accommodations available, 
which are convenient for everything gay and straight which New York has to offer. 
Weather permitting, one can walk from here to Times Square, Broadway, the Empire State 
Building, Rockefeller Center, Central Park, Chinatown and the city’s numerous other 
famous attractions. 


One important fact about New York accommodations is the size of the rooms—small 
is the universal standard.Whether it’s a home, a.store, a park or a hotel room, space is a 
very limited commodity in Manhattan, and very little affords the luxury of the size to 
which you may be accustomed on your other travels. Perhaps the only exception to this 
would be the beefcake found in the numerous bars and clubs! But there are different 
kinds of luxury, and this is a part of what makes this city unique and you soon adjust, as 
New Yorkers themselves have done. After all, there is so much to see and do you will 
probably find yourself only in your hotel room for a minimal time each day—when 
exhaustion takes over and you have to sleep for a short while! 


A very good accommodation choice, reasonably priced, conveniently located in 
Chelsea is the popular gay Colonial House Inn.A converted Victorian four-storey walk- 
up with recently renovated comfortable rooms, it has a clothing-optional rooftop sun 
deck, a main floor lounge and breakfast room. The expanded continental breakfast is 
served daily and there is wireless Internet plus a computer kiosk on the main floor. The 
staff is helpful, knowledgeable and friendly, always ready to make your visit a perfect 
experience and hopefully, welcome you back for a return visit. No matter how long your 
stay might be, this is a city that demands a return visit—if not again and again—in order 
to fully enjoy everything. 

Sightseeing in New York is one of the most obvious choices for every tourist and 
initially, in order to get a perspective on the city, seeing the sights is best from up on high. 
The most famous vantage point is the top of the Empire State Building where Manhattan 
lies as a vast carpet beneath you. However, after a twenty-year closure to the public, the 
recently re-opened observation deck at the Rockefeller Center provides a view—which 
includes the Empire State Building, is less crowded, and has shorter line-ups for access— 
plus you can pre-book a time to ride the [glass-roofed] elevator to the top. No matter 
which you choose, the views by day and night are spectacular and definitely a photo 
opportunity without equal. 


If you are looking for a really memorable experience, then a helicopter tour of 
Manhattan is a must. Liberty Helicopter operates a variety of reasonably priced tours 
from two convenient locations and you can choose to see the city in daylight or by night. 
This is guaranteed to make your New York visit outstanding and you will have photos 
unmatched in anyone else’s collection. 


Or, any sailor will tell you that to view land from the water is a unique perspective and 
when you experience the Manhattan skyline by boat, you will understand why. Affordable 
Harbor and Lady Liberty Cruises are offered by NY Waterway Tours with departures 
throughout the day and early evening. However you choose to view this city, it will be 
different to anything else you have experienced on vacation. There is a magic to the 
skyline towering above or beneath and each experience is exclusive to Manhattan. 


There are over 400 art galleries in New York but more than worthy of a visit is the 
gallery organised by the Leslie/Lohman Gay Art Foundation—a public nonprofit arts 
organization committed to providing a forum to further the awareness, appreciation and 
preservation of GLBT art. This is one of the most important galleries showcasing the 
talented artists from our community. It dates back to 1969 and the time of the Stonewall 
riots when gay artists were very definitely a sub-culture even in this cosmopolitan city. 
Their archives and on-going exhibitions comprise possibly the largest collections of gay 
art to be found anywhere in the world today. 


A New York visit would not be complete without enjoying a Broadway stage production. 
After all, since the 1880’s musical theatre has been synonymous with Broadway and what 
self-respecting gay person doesn’t enjoy a good musical? Almost at any given time there 
are a variety of musicals to choose from and many other hit plays or off-Broadway gay 


HELPFUL WEBSITES: 


gaycenter.org Colonialhouseinn.com 
Leslielohman.org | cityguideny.com 
rockefellercentre.com —_Nycvisit.com : 


Nywaterway.com — Funmaps.com 
Libertyhelicoptertou 


sa eal 


themed shows. A night at the theatre is a part of the legend that makes New York what 
it is—the cultural capital of the United States. 


There is so much more to this City That Never Sleeps and it would take many pages to 
tell the whole story. Hopefully, this is just enough to whet your appetite and entices you 
to add this vibrant, bustling city to your vacation agenda. A weekend, a few days or a full- 
length holiday is certain to be a fulfilling experience full of gay memories. 


In the words of New York journalist and author Tom Wolfe (The Right Stuff and Bonfire 
of the Vanities), “In New York, culture just seems to be in the air, like part of the weather.” 
| think that quote must have included gay culture. Once you experience the unique feeling 
that is New York, you will understand the significance of these words. 

Spend some time, take a journey back in time, but most importantly enjoy your time 
in the world famous BigApple. W 
Roy Heale has been the owner of SuperMarketing for the past twenty-four years and is the 
founder and publisher of Outlooks magazine. He is also a member of the Travel Media 
Association of Canada. Photos by Roy Heale & AJ from Court Jester Media 


Over 35 destinations coast to coast. Need a lift? 


With over 35 destinations to choose from across Canada and to the U.S. and Bahamas, 


planning your next trip has never been easier. Sit back and relax in our comfy leather 
seats onboard our new aircraft. We look forward to welcoming you onboard. 


Book now at Westjet.com or 1800 538 5696. 
_ Or call your travel agent. 
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What dark times we live in—colour, that is. The home has become as much a stamp of personal 
identity as what’s worn on your back—a mirror into your personality, from pot lighting to plasma. VWe’ve 
moved beyond simple function, to enjoy innovative takes on old ideas. 


And with new and innovative products and furnishings, so too has colour grown beyond the 
days when a splash of white paint on the walls and the standard couch/chair combo with a bulky beast 
television could make the grade. 


Consumers have embraced that fearless committment to a dark feature wall, imagine shining black 
appliances in our kitchens, dark woods and finishes, and stainless steel in every direction. And for 
contrast, any number of accents of hot colours from artwork, tableware, linens, or even that bright red 


mixer in the corner. 
Here are a few dream decors to inspire. 
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Shot on Location at Lausanne Montreux, Calgary 
Photos by: Outlooks Staff 


Jeff lives in Calgary, and 
enjoys running and swimming, 
He is also a self-confessed 
comic book and movie geek, 


Photos by: Outlooks Staff 
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Rik Barry |CENTURY CARPET ONE “i205 


1115 11th avenue sw calgary, ab. (403)245-1115 ext. 241. 
carpet / tile / hardwood / laminates / vinyl / cork 


Lice SVAN 


A quiet and serene setting just steps from Uptown life 


2 bedrooms and 2 full bathrooms 
2 title underground parking stalls 
Granite counter-tops, stainless steel appliances, maple cabinets 
10' ceilings, gas fireplace, additional storage 


473-7464 + 259-4741 
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By Josh Murray @eeeoeeevenvneeaeoeoeoeeoeoeoeeoeoeoeneeeaeeoeeoaeeoeneeeeeee ee 


By this point in the year, spring cleaning should be just a memory—and here’s hoping it’s a distant one at that. 
If purging mounds of unnecessary clutter has unearthed floor space you never expected to regain, decorating 
the newfound areas in advance of summer guests and sunny days can add a few simple touches that make a 
huge design difference. Club Monaco’s home-outfitting extension Caban shuttered its doors nationally (and Urban B 
permanently) last fall, leaving many urban décor enthusiasts longing for contemporary, stylish accessories and jan barn 
furnishings in Canada. Thankfully, other national chains have continued to thrive. eereres 


Urban Bare first swung open its rustic doors in Vancouver in 1990 and, in the years since, has spread to over two 
dozen locations throughout the country.VWay out west in Victoria, and as far east as Toronto’s suburbs, the store succeeds 
at providing affordable furniture collections that steer clear of the pretentious, impractical designs of higher-end retail 
establishments. This season, Urban Barn provides the Nova Stool ($159),a simple piece with a hydraulic lift and a polished 
chrome base and stem. The near-backless seat is stylish and practical, while taking up very little floor space. 


Bright, bold colours are often popular in dinnerware patterns during the spring and summer months—but they don’t always work. For 
summer, Urban Barn offers some rather creepy table flourishes with its Vampire Glasses ($5 per glass)—complete with what appear to be 
drops of blood oozing down the stems. A rosy shade does, however, make a more pleasing statement in the Red Ruby Dinner Set. 
The |6-piece collection, in a bold hue of the warm colour, features a glossy glaze and runs a total of $89. 


Restoration Restoration Hardware has made headlines lately as it struggles financially to find its footing, but its stores 

(the first of which opened in |980) continue to provide high-end accessories and home furnishings across the 

Hardware country. Of particular note are outdoor items they introduce just prior to the summer heat each year. For 

2007, two stellar products promise fun in the sun.A Bocce Ball Set in a muted shade of green and a buoyant 

sieges | orange can only be purchased online but the $119 price tag will get you a complete set with a solidly- 
i | constructed brown canvas carrying case and other necessary accessories. 


To add light to outdoor summer activity after the sun sets, Restoration has also showcased their Oakville 
Lantern collection. The classic, sleek look of the glass and steel lanterns is a far cry from the dated Ikea-style 
that has been a staple at picnics and backyard BBQs for years. This newer, refreshed take is available in either 
bronze or nickel finishes and features vents for heat release. Prices range from $14 to $199, in accordance with 
size, from the small at nine inches tall to the extra-large’s two-foot height. 
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Linens ‘n Things 


Over at Linens ‘’ THINGS, the omnipotent Oprah has had a major 
influence on inventory in the past two years. Nate Berkus, the 
Chicago-based interior designer familiar to Winfrey’s faithful viewers 
as her current design guru, has extended his television popularity with a 
full line of home accessories and linens. The Nate Berkus Collection 
debuted at the retail chain exclusively in 2005 and has since seen 
exceptional sales. This summer, the shelves are stocked with a number 
of stylish, affordable, highlights. 


se A 


The Brass Tealight Holder ($29.99) is a sly table topper. Styled like a lamp, the candleholder surrounds the glow of one votive in a soft linen shade. Simple Wood 
Boxes, in an antiqued turquoise finish, are an easy way to maintain a sense of organization. The smaller and larger sizes run $19.99 and $24.99 respectively. Finally, 
the Ecru Bone Frame ($16.99) is a sophisticated alternative to dollar store plastic or chunky black wood. The delicate look encases treasured photographs in a 
white bone border and is offered in two sizes—though the smaller four by four seems like a strange choice when most snapshots run four by six. 


\ 


The biggest standby in the Canadian furniture and decorating market, of course, is !li@@. Few know that the 
mammoth Swedish chain has indeed been in existence for over sixty years after its founder began selling pens, table 
runners and wallets in his hometown in 1943. Each summer, their collection provides a number of best bets—and 
, more than a few missteps. For 2007, they are relying again on an all-too-common colour palette of bright shades, 

Ys while adding in a few overly busy floral patterns. Plus they’ve debuted a number of lighting options fashioned after 
the horribly out of date icicle lights that still adorn too many household doorways during the holiday season. 


Thankfully, they have also debuted a few stellar designs among the bunch. The Stolholmen Sofa ($130) is a simple, 
ikea rattan piece that is perfect for an outdoor patio.The slightly slanted design of the armrests and the back add a fresh 
touch. The Stolholmen comes complete with two polyester-filled cushions but, for added colour, throw on the 
Greno Pillow ($14.99). 


e@eeoeene eee ee 


In addition to the current batch of home stores and these summer offerings, Canada has finally grown up—in the world of décor that 
is. US-based giant Grate and Barrel, has announced plans to debut its first Canadian retail location in Toronto in 2008. For a taste of what 
is to come, crateandbarrel.com offers the store’s full line of products and will ship, with special arrangements, to Canada. This season, 
check out the Atrium Chaise with Cushions. The $799 US price tag is steep but the classic design is reminiscent of the glamorous poolside 
lounges at some of the most expensive hotels in America. It’s soft but durable cushions can boast mildew—and fade—resistance while 
the seven folding settings allow for upright seating or fully reclined lounging. 


With coast to coast decorating options abundant this summer—and more on the way, some may even be inclined to doubt ; 
their spring cleaning abilities after all. Perhaps a bit more rearranging is now in order. W nt sein pitacse 
SSCHSSSHOSHHSHTHSHOHHHTHHOHSHEHOSSEHEHEBHEEEOSHBESEEEES 


Josh Murray is a freelance writer who divides his time between New York and Vancouver. For more information, visit joshmurray.ca. 
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Presentation Gallery 
1156 10th Avenue S.W. 


Monday to Thursday 11 - 6pm 


Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 12 - 5pm 


Calgary 


By Doug Ross 


Recently, Toronto’s Senior Pride Network (SPN) presented a very informative, 
sold-out, second annual conference that focused on the special issues confronting 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-gendered people “of a certain age”. SPN is a collec- 
tive of individuals and organizations committed to developing health and social 
services programs for GLBT people in Toronto. 


The all-day event got off to an energizing start as the crowd eagerly welcomed 
social activist and educator Bill Ryan as keynote speaker. Ryan gave an engaging 
speech detailing his current research on older GLBT patients and their 
caregivers. Full of illuminating facts, the talk was orchestrated to bring everybody 
up to speed on the challenges currently facing the senior gay population who are 
living in long-term care facilities. As well, Mr. Ryan’s speech was designed to 
provoke the multitude of baby boomers—who are no longer babies but are 
instead on the cusp of becoming seniors themselves—into action, so that viable 
programs which provide respect, dignity and a proud sense of community will be 
in place when that rapidly aging population needs them. 


Then after a very brief break, Kelly D. Jordan, an expert in family law issues 
specifically pertaining to the gay and lesbian community, presented legal issues 
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concerning the elderly. The delegates in the packed room were given relevant 
information, such as the fact that you must fill out an income tax return—even if 
you have no income—or you will not be eligible to receive the proper seniors’ 
benefits. 


Soon it was time for lunch, which was a politically correct affair that attempted 
to generate no garbage whatsoever! And since “green is the new black” and it’s 
all about being kinder to Mother Nature, we all did our part to support those 
efforts. Besides meeting, greeting and eating, the lunch hour also provided this 
nosey-parker time to check out the many different display tables and exhibits. 
There were a number of very resourceful handouts that offered valuable infor- 
mation on a wide variety of organizations and services available to senior GLBT 
people. Many of those illuminating pamphlets were printed in both official 
languages, and several were courtesy of the Toronto municipal government or the 
Ontario provincial government. Perhaps that indicates some political recognition 
of the need to create a gay-positive environment for the approximately 15,000 
GLBT people over seventy-five years of age who are currently living in our city. 


The jam-packed afternoon offered another round of seminars featuring such 
diverse subject topics as spiritual care, aging with AIDS, social recreational 
programming, coping with multiple losses and celebrating sexuality. Wait a 
minute...do seniors still have sex? Apparently they do, and apparently quite 
often...just because there’s snow on the roof doesn’t mean there isn’t a fire in 
the furnace, right? 


In the screening room, the showcased films included a selection of both 
documentary and fiction mini-features that dealt with the GLBT experience. 
Golden Threads is the name of a global networking service for lesbians over fifty, 
and a film of the same name provided the viewer with an inter-generational 
dialogue about intimacy, life choices and aging within that demographic. (In) Visible 
Years is a film that featured a compilation of interviews that presented ideas, 
opinions and personal anecdotes relating to the many issues that mature gay men 
face in today’s society. Both of those films were outstanding and warrant viewing. 


The day was very well organized and extremely informative overall. The crowd 
in attendance was lively and energetic, while the volunteers were motivated and 
helpful. The Senior Pride Network, the presenters and the sponsors should all 
take a well-deserved bow for providing such a timely and important event. W 


Doug is a busy producer/casting director within the Toronto entertainment industry. He 
has just been contracted to ghostwrite a book for a locally-based television personality. 
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Creator Patrik-lan Polk 


Creator of the cable series, Noah’s Arc, gay writer/director Patrik-lan Polk gives queer 
audiences something missing from their viewing diet. Noah’s Arc features openly gay 
African-American men, their friends and their lovers, and their lives. 


| caught up with Patrik, the man behind GLBT film fest favourite Punks, over lattés on 
Sunset Boulevard in Los Angeles. 


Noah's Arc main cast 


14 May 2007 


Outlooks: Can we look forward to a third season of Noah's Arc? 


Poll: We're still not sure about a third season. We're all hopeful that the show will 
be back though. It’s been a hell of a ride, so we'd all love to do more. 


Outlooks: The show is set in Los Angeles but shoots in Vancouver—what are the 
challenges of re-casting a city? 


Poll: We moved the show to Vancouver after the first season, to save money because 
production in L.A. can be so expensive. To make the transition easier, | just wrote an 
earthquake into the show, so houses were ruined and we could build new sets without 
explaining too much. Beyond that, it wasn’t that difficult to find places in Vancouver that 
resemble L.A. 


Outlooks: Over the course of a few short years you've risen to a prominent place 
as a filmmaker with gay audiences. What drives you? 


Polk: | try to keep it really simple when it comes to my motivations as an artist. 
If it feels like something | myself would want to see, then I'll do it. | am a voracious 
consumer of popular culture, so | think I’ve developed a good sense of what might 
connect with an audience, and I’ve learned to trust my instincts. 


Outlooks: Tell us about your current project, Blackbird. 


Poll: Blackbird will be a feature film and is a really great story about these high 
school kids in a small town in Mississippi and what happens to them under the 
religiously conservative scrutiny of the Bible Belt. It’s hip, cool, funny, heartbreaking, 
sexy, romantic. | can’t wait to complete it. 


Outlooks: There’s such a range of communities within gay culture, do you aim to 
represent the spectrum? 


Polk: | only aim to make projects that interest me. | could never be so vain as to 
think I,as one person, could represent the spectrum of an entire community. There’s an 
endless supply of stories to be told in our community and luckily plenty of filmmakers 
eager to tell those tales. I’m just one of many. 


Outlooks: LOGO is one of America’s gay TV networks. Do you think it’s important 
to have targeted programming? 


Poll«: | think there is a danger in becoming polarized or segregated. But this is clearly the 
direction pop culture is going. We have channels devoted to golf, to tennis, to reality 
television, to health, to black programming. Why not a gay and lesbian network? But my 
hope is that people are smart enough to not let the label of a channel dictate whether 
or not they watch. I’m not a female, but | love Lifetime TV for women. I’m not a frat 
boy, but | love Jackass and South Park. | think its fine to have targeted programming, but 
we as individuals need to keep challenging those boundaries and definitions that the 
industry tries to erect around us. 


Outlooks: In your opinion what’s the biggest challenge in gay TV and film? 


Polk: The biggest challenge is balancing the desire to make authentic programming 
with the need for our shows and films to be successful. Unfortunately or fortunately, 
Hollywood is a money-driven business—what industry isn’t? So if a gay-themed movie isn’t 
successful, it makes it harder for other movies to get made. We need to keep evolving. 
We need more Will and Grace type successes, then shows like that don't feel like an anomaly. 


Outlooks: You're surrounded by beautiful, talented, funny men when working on 
Noah’s Ark—how do you get any work done? 


Polk: That’s funny. | don’t see them as beautiful. | mean, they are certainly good 
looking and | have eyes... but we’ve worked together a number of years now. They’re 
like family. You stop seeing their beauty and just focus on the work. But whenever we 
have a lot of hot extras or someone popping in to do a small guest role, then it might 
be difficult to focus. 


Outlooks: What has been the highlight of your career thus far? 


Polk: | can’t point to one highlight. I’ve done so much. I’ve traveled so many countries 
with my work—Brazil, Australia, Europe, South Africa. Going to South Africa and 
screening Noah’s Arc for gay and lesbian kids there was very memorable. Receiving a 
“Heroes in the Struggle” award from the Black AIDS Institute was a moving experience. 
But the coolest was probably getting a voicemail from Janet Jackson telling me she loved 
my show! That shit was hella cool! 


Outlooks: What can we look forward to next for Mr. Patrik lan Polk? 


Polk: What's next for me? After the gym and a Starbucks, who knows? I’ve turned 
into the perfect West Hollywood cliché. 


For more information visit: logoonline.com W 
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mentoring and counselling,’ says Smith. “We 
have applied to United Way for funding of a two- 
year project focused on youth and peer 
counselling. They've been quite encouraging and 
we should hear in late June if the project is 
funded. Eventually, it would be nice to become a 
member agency of United Way but it’s a slow 
process.” 


She says their Young and Proud youth support 
program for kids aged thirteen to eighteen has 
been a success. “We've had a good turnout at the 
monthly meetings, with parents giving a lot of 
support. Kids can come in and talk about issues 
such as bullying, coming out and homophobia.” 


At present the province provides roughly 
$45,000 to help run things, but there is a need to 
establish core funding. The problem is that one-time grants for programs run out 
and then programs stop. Smith says the current building in the gay Osborne 
Village area isn’t quite suitable. The rent is low, but there is no disabled access and 


; ’ space is cramped. The centre operates in 1,200 sq. feet of space but Smith says 
The budget is around $150,000 a year, but ideally she thinks $400,000 would 3.000 sq. feet is really needed. 


allow the centre to maintain and improve the services the community needs. 
Smith has been tapping on the doors of governments and private foundations, but 
the lack of core funding: remains a problem. The Winnipeg Foundation helped 
them with a two-year grant to assist with counselling services, but that has run 
out and a new source of funding is needed. A Jewish Foundation has also helped. 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Over the years, thousands of gays, bisexuals, lesbians and the transgendered 
have found information and support at Winnipeg’s Rainbow Resource Centre. 


This year the cash-strapped centre celebrates its thirty-fifth year of 
existence and it’s been running an array of fundraising events. Without volun- 
teers and donations it would never have survived. It still struggles to keep | 
ongoing programs—including counselling, anti-homophobia workshops, 
library services, legal advice and general information. 


Executive Director Shelly Smith says it operates with basically one and a 
half employment positions aided by many volunteers. Four people share her 
office. The premises, in a low rent building in the Osborne gay village area, are not 
wheelchair accessible. There is also a general lack of meeting space and a need 
for upgraded computers. 


Even though equality and legal battles have now been won, she says the centre 
will have a continuing role to play in society. It plays a major role in combating 
homophobic attitudes, and gives scores of workshops on the subject. If you want 
a doctor, dentist, nurse or chiropractor with a gay-positive attitude you can 


always check with the Rainbow Resource Centre, which has maintained such lists 
These foundations have been helpful, but much still depends on fundraising for some time. 


events and donations. To make that even easier, the centre has recently set up a 


link for online donations at: rainbowresourcecentre.org. With its Breaking Barriers program, the centre has worked hard to inform and 


é educate health care providers about homophobic attitudes and the need to 
We start programs and run them for a year or two and then the funds run overcome them. 


out, even though we ee shown ne is a need for the cee such as peer First known as the Campus Gay Club, the centre began in 1972 at the 


University of Manitoba and changed its name in 1973 to Gays for Equality. A 
telephone information line, peer counselling service and a resource library on the 
University of Manitoba campus were a few of the first services offered. 


Gays for Equality went on to become a vital resource for the gay and lesbian 
| community, providing community services, education, outreach and political 
awareness and activism. 


By 1988 it changed its name to the Winnipeg Gay/Lesbian Resource Centre, an 
independent organization at a new location. It was incorporated as a non-profit 


" | and applied for charitable tax status under the legal name of the Manitoba 
1| | 0 km 70 Institute on. Society and Sexuality. In 1999 it changed its title yet again, morphing 
* 9 9 : i 


into the current Rainbow Resource Centre. 


z | Education, counselling and working with youth remain important priorities, but 
What happens when two guys (one gay, one straight), not everyone sees an expanded role for the centre on the horizon. 


set off on a cross country mountain bike ride in 
support of kidney disease? 


Find out by visiting the website below, 


Longtime activist Chris Vogel was treasurer of the centre from 1974 to 2002. 
He says the main purpose of the group was to encourage terrified gays and 
lesbians to come out of the closet, identify themselves and fight for their rights. 
He says it has succeeded in this.“ must admit my sympathies for those who insist 

pee oa | on staying in the closet are somewhat muted,” says Vogel. “We began as a subver- 
Diao sive minority to change society's attitudes and gain acceptance. The more people 
WWW. BikeCanadaForkidne com who came out, the more we advanced our legal fight for equality.” 
y. Unlike those now running the centre, he sees no need for a new building and 
= doubts that there will be a massive need for new GLBT services twenty years 
from now. 


“Frankly | am not even sure there will be a need for a centre in two decades,” 
he says. ““There is a continuing need to fight homophobia but in the field of rights 
and legal equality | think we’ve achieved and we need and can reasonably expect.” 


| As she keeps knocking on doors for more funding, executive director Shelly 

Smith has other views. She says in twenty years there may not be as much need 
| for advocacy but there will still be a need for information, youth services, 
immigrant services and good social spaces for community events. 


“| see a future in a bigger and better space,” she adds. “Our services may be 
different but they will still be valuable and necessary.”  W 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. As honorary press secre- 
tary to the Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba in the |980s, Peter was awarded the Queen’s 
Jubilee Medal for services to Canada in 2003. 
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emerged from the train which brought me from the airport, | looked around, 
held my breath and nearly whooped aloud with joy. As we walked, my friends 
kept me out of the traffic as my head swivelled around trying to take it all in 
ancient walls, fountains, sculpture on the bridges, diners at outside cafés, motor 
scooters buzzing like insects around cars, the smell of garlic and fresh bread. 


After dropping off my suitcase and shedding a few layers of clothing—March in 
Rome is considerably warmer and sunnier than Nova Scotia!—we headed off for 
Centro Storico, the part of the city where most of the ancient buildings and 
monuments are found. 


The Pantheon, temple to the old gods, rebuilt during the reign of Emperor 
Hadrian, has lost none of its dignity or grace after nearly 2000 years. Standing 
under the vast dome, its centre open to the sky, | felt a sense of awe mingled with 
pleasure—a sensation that | was to experience many times in Rome. 


History is alive in Centro Storico, its walls and streets seem saturated with it. 
It became one of my favourite parts of the city. Here one finds the Roman Forum, 
which even in ruins is much more impressive than | imagined. Every nook and 
cranny seems to house a treasure. A small church holds Michelangelo’s grand, 
muscular statue of Moses, and a piazza displays Bernini's statue of an elephant 
with an obelisk. And everywhere fountains! Teeming with dolphins, turtles, 
writhing humans—mostly nude males—and other creatures, they give every 
appearance of being on the verge of movement. The most recognizable landmark 
is, of course, the Coliseum, its grandeur so imposing and amazingly beautiful. 


Rome is also a modern city where present and past mingle comfortably. Near 
the Coliseum is a gay bar called Coming Out, where | met three charming young 
Sicilians at lunch. My limited Italian and their lack of English meant the conversation 
was rather basic. Still we managed to have a good time—eyes and smiles and 
hands can be so expressive! Friends and | returned a few nights later and discovered 
a large crowd spilling out of the small bar onto the street in front. Music playing, 
groups of people chatting, flirting, laughing. Dance bars, which run into the small 
hours of the morning, are generally located on the outskirts of the city— a car 
or taxi is required. There is no gay village as there is in Toronto or Montréal. 


In fact, there are few legal rights for homosexuals in Italy. A bill, recently 
proposed which would give gay couples the right to a civil union, is being met with 
opposition from church groups. With the Vatican in the heart of Rome, this 
religious presence is very strong. A massive rally (50,000 people) to support the 
bill took place on March 10. Historic Campo dei Fiori was the setting as leftist, 
gay rights groups and men and women from all over Italy gathered to demand 
change in a country where change happens slowly. Several Italians | spoke with 
said that most of their countrymen don't have a problem with gay rights and if it 
comes to a referendum—which happened with the divorce law and the access to 
abortion laws—the bill will pass. In the meantime, it provides material for heated 
discussions and editorials. 


Unlike many foreign locales, in Rome you can drink the water. Romans are 
justifiably proud of their water and there are public drinking spigots on many 
streets. While the water is lovely, the wine is glorious—and cheap! Dining out 
can be done quite inexpensively. 


Numerous restaurants line the sides of squares everywhere in the city and you 
can eat while gazing at the architecture, or rest your eyes on the cypresses and 
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that | was prepared for the reality to be something of a let down. So when | ae 


are a million kinds of pasta, but try the carciofo all romana (braised artichoke), 
cheeses like pecorino romano, porchetta (roast suckling pig, available in panini 
sandwiches), prosciutto or any of the specialties of the house. Dinner is late— 
reservations for 9:00 PM are commonplace. Romans don’t settle down to eat 
until after the evening passegiata (strolling and socializing). They rest during the 
quiet time between noon and 2:00 PM or 3:00 PM when most shops are closed. 


Rome has wonderful surprises around every corner and vincolo (alleyway). On 
such one tiny side street we found the charming restaurant Edoardo Secondo. 
Delicious food served by charming, campy waiters has made this establishment a 
firm reputation. After stuffing ourselves with several delicious courses, we 
pondered dessert. Throwing caution—and my waistline—aside, | asked the waiter 
what ‘contained the most chocolate. He grinned and brought me a concoction 
loaded with sugar, cream and dark chocolate. “It’s called an Orgasm,” he said, 
giving me a sly wink. 

| reassured myself by the knowledge that even if you overeat you'll walk it off 
the next day. Rome is a wonderful city to experience at a walking pace and the 
list of must see places is endless. 


Via Condotti is the street with all the famous designer shops—Prada, Gucci, 
Ferragamo, and the famous Caffé Greco where artists like Shelley, Goethe and 
Liszt gathered. 


The astonishing Saint Peter’s Square is vast, ringed with statues and contains 
two fountains and an obelisk. Not even the nearby street vendors hawking faux 
designer handbags or the souvenir shops with their overpriced replicas can 
diminish its beauty. 


Learning some Italian is a good idea, not everyone speaks English (like my 
Sicilian friends) and most Italians will appreciate the courtesy of your attempt at 
even some basic phrases. Also, check your bankcard before you leave. Not all will 
work, as | found out to my dismay and annoyance. Credit cards are not 
universally accepted so make a point of bringing euros. 


Take time to explore away from the tourist areas in the small streets with 
shops offering pastry, gelato, handcrafts and clothing. Street life is very vibrant 
with living statues, musicians, buskers, flower sellers and food stalls. Maps are 
easily obtained, but Rome is made up of neighbourhoods and is quite easy to 
navigate. The Tiber River, which winds sinuously through the city, and the various 
bridges that arch across it are good landmarks. 


One afternoon, | stopped at the tabacchi (shops that sell cigarettes, lottery 
tickets and stamps) and then sat on the steps of a church, writing postcards. A 
shopkeeper across the piazza was smoking in the doorway, chatting on a cell 
phone and smiling at possible shoppers. A young boy of twelve or so was playing 
the accordion for diners at a small outdoor cafe. When | recognized that he was 
serenading the tourists with Paul Anka's My Way, | laughed out loud, disturbing 
pigeons and startling the young lovers embracing a few steps away. Rome can be 
schmaltzy and touristy, but she had stolen my heart! 


No trip to Rome is complete without seeing the stunning Trevi Fountain with 
its cascades of water, carved facade and life like statues. Tradition has it that the 
visitor who tosses two coins into the fountain will be granted a wish and will 
return to Rome. For many of us, our fondest wish will be to visit this glorious city again! 


Vv 


Ralph Higgins is a writer, columnist and book/movie reviewer living in the Annapolis Valley of 
Nova Scotia. 
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Mitchell Anderson 


A VOICE 


IN THE WILDERNESS 
By Rick Pollard 


“No form of non-exploitative 
human sexual expression is superior 
to any other.” 


This innocent quote from an inter- 
view that sixteen-year-old Meadow 
Lake high school student Mitchell 
Anderson gave to a local newspaper 
last fall ignited a firestorm of contro- 
versy. Some community members 
expressed concern for his mental 
j stability. Others accused him of 
endorsing pedophilia, despite his 
purposeful use of the word “non- 
exploitative”. 


“The reporter asked me what was wrong with the local sex education 
curriculum,” says Anderson, “and | told them. One problem, as | see it, is that the 
curriculum is unrepresentative of queer people and unconcerned with queer 
needs. The local newspaper decided to focus heavily on this aspect of what | said.” 


The controversy certainly got the well-spoken and personable young man 
noticed by provincial media outlets, including the CBC. It also threatened to 
derail the campaign he and a number of his peers are leading to get changes made 
to the local sexual education curriculum. 


Meadow Lake is a town of approximately 6,200 people at the junction of 
Highways 4 and 55 in what is considered by most people to be northern 
Saskatchewan (purists point out that it is really in the western central region). It 
is a thriving community with a population that has grown by fifty per cent in the 
last twenty years. According to Saskatchewan Health, more than 2300 of the 
town’s residents are under the age of nineteen. There are three local schools, a 
hospital, two weekly newspapers and two local radio stations (one of which is 
located on the Flying Dust First Nation). 


Anderson estimates that, like him, half of the students at his local high school 
are of First Nations or Métis ancestry. He is also queer, a fact which he has shared 
with many of his closer friends and family, but he has not yet come out 
completely. It would be difficult to do so in Meadow Lake, where queer people 
are almost completely invisible. 


There is no local gay bar or community centre. There is no local helpline and 
no advertising by queer community organizations in local newspapers. There are 
no gay-straight alliances, or other outlets for queer socializing. 


Anderson knows a handful of other queer youth, most of them through the 
local New Democratic Youth club. To the best of his knowledge, there is only one 
legally married same-sex couple in Meadow Lake, and very few same-sex couples 
of any description. 


The young activist admits that most queer youth don’t see a future for 
themselves in Meadow Lake. “Everyone says they want to move to Saskatoon or 
Regina or maybe even out of province.” 


The community’s current sexual education program is Teen Aid, a program that 
teaches abstinence to the exclusion of all other options. But Meadow Lake’s high 
teen pregnancy rate, and high rate of sexually transmitted diseases among young 
people, suggests that most local youth do not see Teen Aid as relevant to them. 
(It likely doesn’t help that all of the couples depicted in the Teen Aid presentation 
are not only opposite-sex couples but, in a community with a substantial aborig- 
inal population, white as well). 


“The problem with Teen Aid is that it simply doesn’t address the needs of youth 
who, for whatever reason, don’t practice abstinence,” says Anderson. “Youth in 
Meadow Lake are losing out because of this hush-hush attitude about sexuality.” 


He says that local youth need truthful and usable information on all of their 
options. While abstinence can be one of the options presented, youth also need 
information on contraception and how to avoid sexually transmitted diseases and 
pregnancy. He believes, too, that the curriculum needs to be relevant to queer 
youth. 


To date, most of the public attention on the campaign has focused on 
Anderson. But he is quick to give credit to the other youth involved. 


“Unfortunately, because of some of those early interviews, a lot of the atten- 
tion has focused on me,” he says. “But there’s a bigger group of people who have 
been working hard on this and a lot of other people in the community who have 
been giving us support.” He notes, for example, that people working in the health 
care sector have been extremely supportive. 
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The campaign has suffered some early setbacks. Authority for decisions about 
“sensitive issues” in Meadow Lake schools has been delegated by the local school 
division to the school community council. This body is made up of between five 
and nine local parents, the principal, one of the vice-principals, the school 
community coordinator and two students, one of whom is Anderson. A vote 
taken earlier this year on whether to modernize the sexual education curriculum 
was defeated ten to one. 


Many in the community outside the school have expressed their opposition, as 
well. A woman affiliated with a local conservative church has taken particular 
issue with the campaign because of the references to queer youth, describing 
Anderson as “a left-wing radical” and even proclaiming at one point, “We should 
pray that the Holy Spirit moves people to act. Evil always triumphs when good 
people do nothing.” Z 


There has also been a lot of open speculation about Anderson’s sexuality 
because of his association with the campaign. For the most part, he has tried to 
ignore the rumours, preferring to decide for himself when he should come out 
instead of being dictated to by someone else’s timetable. 


He admits that it has not been easy, but he and his friends are undeterred. 
“There are new elections coming up next fall for the school community council. 
| think there’s a desire on the part of many people to support what we're doing, 
and | think you will see that reflected in the elections.” 


Anderson is also more optimistic than many of his peers about the future for 
queer people in Meadow Lake. “I believe that it is possible—and realistic—for 
Meadow Lake to be a place where queer people can feel secure. This whole issue- 
it’s not about religion, really. | have some very conservative Christian friends who 
have accepted me. The real problem is a generational thing. It’s with people who 
are older.” 


“| honestly believe things are improving. And | think, with time, they will keep 
getting better.” 


In the meantime, however, Anderson and his friends aren’t waiting for the 
future to take care of itself. Instead, they have taken responsibility for building a 
future where all young people in Meadow Lake will have access to realistic infor- 
mation about their sexual health. W 


Rick Pollard is a long-time community activist and one of the co-hosts of “Out On the Air”, 
a GLBT program that airs Wednesdays on CjJTR community radio in Regina. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


The Future is Queer 


Edited by: Richard Labonté 
and Lawrence Schimel 
Arsenal Pulp Press 2006 


By Dale Smith 


Being a fan of science fiction, | was looking 
forward to reading this particular anthology, 
especially given some of the familiar names | saw on the back cover. Neil Gaiman, 
Candas Jane Dorsey, Caro Soles—all names familiar in the genre, and some really 
good writers. However, even some good names didn’t seem to help the book 
overall. 
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For a volume that posits the exploration of the queer future, what was largely 
absent from this collection was gay men. There were no gay men who contributed 
to the writing, and the stories involving gay men were largely absent. Caro Soles’ 
“The Chosen Few,” is a story that didn’t really explore much of a future, or 
present much of a case. L.Timmel Duchamp’s “Obscure Relations” is more about 
being in love with one’s own clone, and Candas Jane Dorsey’s “...the darkest 
evening of the year...” is more a pansexual tale than gay—even though the story 
itself was beautifully written and a highlight of the collection. 


Some good things: Joy Parks’ “Instinct,” which posits that assimilation may not 
be in all of our best interests; and the aforementioned story by Candas Jane 
Dorsey that was so beautifully written. Also an enjoyable read was Hiromi Goto’s 
“The Sleep Clinic for Troubled Souls,” but similar to Dorsey’s tale, it didn’t seem 
to really say anything about a queer future. 


Perhaps what | was most disappointed with overall was that while this book 
promises queer science fiction, it doesn’t really deliver on either account. On the 
queer side, most of the stories don’t actually say anything new or interesting (if 
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they say anything at all), and on the science fiction side, the stories suffer from 
either being “fifteen minutes in the future” or from having flaws of plausibility 
stemming from a few poor attempts at world-building—or rather, the crafting of 
the settings against which to build the stories. Give Labonté and Shimel props 
for a noble premise, but the execution didn’t live up to the expectation. W 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer who lives in Ottawa. His work also regularly appears in 
Capital Xtra and Ottawa Xpress, and he has previously written for XY Magazine. 
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By David King 


}| As Montréal HIV prevention group SEro- 
ZEro will attest, sex without condoms can be 
a contentious subject for exploration. 


After a quarter-century of battling 
HIV/AIDS (not to mention everything else 
transmitted through riskier sex), our 
wrapped-pecker-pointing has not only led to a 
condemnation of rubber-less acts, but a 
complete polarization within the moral 
compass, leaving some torch-carrying queer 

4 “villagers” (and lawmakers) screaming bloody 
/. murder. It’s all about prevention, of course. 
| Unfortunately, by ostracizing life in the “raw”, 
_ we've somehow thrown barebackers back in 

the closet instead. 


“To continue discussing this,” touts SEro ZEro 
Director Robert Rousseau, “we need to address 
the challenges and risks involved with 
barebacking, while sharing information and 
assisting our communities in reflecting on our 
responsibilities.” 


Having spent eighteen months alongside 
Montréal’s Oblique Design to launch a three-month ad awareness campaign on 
gay and bi barebacking in Montréal, SEro ZEro’s been demonstrating an effectively 
objective approach in opening what Rousseau calls a “taboo” can of worms. 


“In my experience,’ Rousseau observes, “there is a silence in cities like San 
Francisco and Paris that makes barebacking a non-starter for discussion, and 
people lose trust and confidence. We need to inform ourselves as a whole 
community, reflect on realities instead of beliefs, and get to know the bareback 
vocabulary”. 


That vocabulary, clearly prevalent on-line, makes chat rooms one of the ideal 
ad locations for SEro ZEro’s campaign, which invites viewers to its own site for 
an on-line survey and discussion group. As SEro ZEro’s Intervention Coordinator 
Thomas Haig comments, this data gathering is already providing crucial insight 
into attitudes, behaviours and stigmas associated with riding on Bareback 
Mountain. 


“In terms of the results so far,’ says Haig, “I’m really quite encouraged—nearly 
400 people have completed the online survey. My original goal was 250, so now 
I’m aiming for 1000.As for the discussion board, | wasn’t sure if it would attract 
people, but it has really taken off—we have new postings almost every day, and 
people are really discussing and debating amongst themselves, which was one of 
our main goals.” 


Along with a stronger on- line presence than ever, SEro ZEro’s French-language 
ads have hit gay mags since March, while a brochure circulates amidst patrons at 
SEro ZEro’s usual health promotion targets such as bars and saunas. The web 
site’s Spanish-language section is demonstrating improved outreach for 
Montréal’s. Latino community, while Anglophones continue receiving English- 
language services via Aids Community Care Montréal (ACCM). 


In its attempt to dig deeper than a “yay” or “nay” on barebacking, there’s a good 
reason for SEro ZEro’s cautious approach to its campaign. Historically, the ‘harm 
reduction’ approach, such as addressing safer methods for barebacking, has 
exploded in controversy when applied by similar organizations worldwide. Haig 
mentions that Poz [magazine] printed one of the first magazine articles on 
barebacking in the 1990s, and a small section entitled “Safer Bareback 
Considerations” was hailed by some and heavily criticized by others. Little has 
changed in this type of extreme reaction. 


“From SEro ZEro’s perspective,” says Haig, “we are very much aware of and 
have been following such debates. There is not a lot of consensus at this point. 
Our approach, for now, will be to continue with the current campaign—one 
focused on dialogue with the community. We are hoping that this will give us cues 
as to new strategies and approaches we might need to consider—so we want to 
wait until we’ve heard more of what people have to say before deciding on what 
these new approaches might be.” 


The issues surrounding barebacking, and the motivations behind it, are certainly 
complex. Longer life expectancies for PWAs, play between poz individuals and 
uncertainty on things like inter-strain HIV infection are just a few items of explo- 
ration in understanding the latex-free. Solid data on pre-cum transmission, pullout 
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methods and even blood versus semen viral load come into play. As Rousseau 
notes, SEro ZEro is also attempting to understand the cultural similarities and 
differences between gay and bi male attitudes and behaviours. 


“It’s difficult to provide a reason for barebacking, however we do propose a 
standard definition—aware of risks and deliberately having active or passive anal 
sex without a condom with ‘an occasional, HIV-positive or unknown-status 
partner. If we maintain this definition, we should be able to better observe and 
inform ourselves”. . 


7h ee ‘ 
i ome wD 


Both Rousseau and Haig are excited about the 
information building from SEro ZEro’s campaign, 
with plans to release data as soon as it 
adequately reveals itself. 


“We hope to have some interesting findings to 
share with the community this fall?’ says Haig. 
“Probably we will hold some kind of community 
event to present the findings and extend the 


discussion even further.” 


“Ultimately,” Rousseau assures, “our goal lies 
in the analysis of the survey and discussion 
board on the site, to further intervention 
support, and to explore the motivating factors 
behind today’s barebacking phenomenon 
without condemnation.” 


For some, objectivity on barebacking is no easy feat, especially for those of us 
who have lost loved ones to AIDS-related illness in the last quarter-century or 
live with it in some capacity on a daily basis. Yet herein lies the rub: if we can’t 
discuss our sexual practices and personal responsibilities, including a raw ride, we 
might just find ourselves back in the “Silence Equals Death” camp of the ‘80s. 


For French or Spanish-language information on SEro ZEro’s campaign please 
visit: sero-zero.qc.ca or e-mail SEro ZEro at info@sero-zero.qc.ca. Information 
on barebacking may also be obtained from your physician, or health/STD clinics 
or HIV/AIDS-related community organizations in your region. W 


David King is a freelance journalist currently residing in Edmonton. A writer, performer 
and director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montreal’s OUT Productions. 
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Organ-ised Adventure 
By Roy Heale 


What does a young twenty-four-year-old, gay man—David Watson, currently 
residing in Banff, Alberta—have in common with about two million other 
average Canadians? This has nothing to do with his sexual orientation, but 
rather the fact that he has recently been diagnosed with an hereditary 
polycistic kidney disease. 


For years, Watson grew up thinking he had escaped the kidney ailment, 
which had been diagnosed in both his father and elder brother. In 2004 § 
while enjoying a travel adventure in New Zealand and Australia with his | 
friend Justin McGee, Watson—at the age of twenty-one—received the } 
news that he too would face the challenges of degenerative kidney 
function. From that moment forward his life changed. He realised that | 
living everyday to the fullest would now be his most important goal— 
plus doing everything possible to lead a healthy lifestyle to stave off the © 
effects of his illness. 


Shortly following this revelation—and in keeping with his new outlook J 
on life—Watson learned to skydive, and keeps a photo of his first jump 
beside his computer, perhaps as a reminder of his new zest for life. 


In December 2005, upon their return to Canada from “down under” \ 
and home to the small rural town of Harvey, New Brunswick—popula- 
tion approximately 300 people—Watson and McGee decided their next 
adventure would be to pursue a childhood dream to spend a winter season 
enjoying the skiing and snow boarding in the Canadian Rockies. Early in 2006 they 
set off for Banff where they secured jobs that enabled them to enjoy everything 
that the Rockies have to offer the outdoor enthusiast. 


It was here in March 2006—surrounded by the peace and tranquility of the 
Banff Center where Watson was working—that he realised it was time to come 
out to his family and friends. McGee was the first to learn this revelation and he 
was shocked beyond belief but remained the loyal, steadfast best friend. The 
reaction of his family members, friends and co-workers proved to be nothing but 
supportive. However, coming out is just the beginning and the small town of Banff 
tucked away in the mountains does not afford many opportunities to lead a very 
gay lifestyle—that will still be a part of his future—and for the present Watson is 
content on planning the next adventure for this active duo. 


Commencing on May |, this fearless twosome will pursue another dream as 
they trek across Canada on their mountain bikes with a very serious goal in mind. 


McGee and Watson will embark on a four-month mountain bike ride across 
Canada following the historic Trans Canada Trail where possible. They will start in 
Victoria, BC and finish in St. John’s, NL. They are calling their journey Bike Canada 
for Kidney. 


Although their lives seem to be following one adventure after another, these 
two young men are very serious about this cause. As they pass through each 
town along the way, large or small, they hope to increase awareness about kidney 
diseases, raise $20,000 for The Kidney Foundation of Canada and most impor- 
tantly explain the importance of organ donation. 


At the age of nine Watson experienced the ravages of kidney disease—and the 
difficulties that ensue when a family member is undergoing dialysis—as his father 


_ coped with the loss of his own kidney function. From this 
very young age he retains the memories of his father’s 
; regular ninety-minute drive to the hospital for his 
frequent dialysis sessions, his inability to work during this 
4 time, and the travel restrictions that it placed upon the 

# entire family. Ultimately, his father received a kidney 
donation from his sister and despite some post-surgery 
complications this improved the quality of life for all 
- concerned. 


However, Dave Watson is acutely aware that in his own 
case a donation by a family member is highly unlikely—one 
brother is already diagnosed with the disease and the 
other has not been tested to date—meaning that in the 
eventuality that he requires an organ donation he will 
likely join the long list of more than 2000 Canadians 
= regularly waiting for a suitable donor match and kidney 

» transplant surgery. “Throughout the trip | want to convey 
the message that everyone needs to fill out their organ 
donor card. It’s such an easy thing to do, but unless you 
do it, tell your family and put your request in your will, 
it’s not going to happen when the time comes. If you mean to donate your organs 
it’s a must. It’s my biggest goal to promote self-awareness and not just for kidney’s 
but other organ donations as well,’ says Watson passionately. “We even have a 
donor card which is down-loadable on our website to make it easy for everyone 
to get involved and committed.” 


Planning for their 9000-kilometer journey 
began in September of last year and moved into 
high gear in January of this year. Several 
sponsors are helping to offset the estimated 
$20,000 in costs of the venture and in addition, 
these two young men are using their own finan- 
cial resources to ensure that all the monies 
raised from donations go directly to The Kidney 
Foundation of Canada. “We may start our 
journey with some money in the bank but it 
@ won't be enough to keep us in food and supplies 

_ for the entire trip and we are hoping that along 
the way people will help us with a meal or 
_ supplies to keep us going,’ says Watson. “Even if 
at the end of the trip | am $10,000 in debt, it will 
be the best money | have ever spent,” continues 
Watson. “To help reduce costs there won't be a 
traditional support vehicle or entourage of 
helpers.Also, for the most part the Trans Canada 
Trail is very much in the backwoods and along 
rough terrain. Some of it is still uncharted and tough to follow. It really is an 
adventure in Canada’s wilderness and we will emerge to find civilisation in villages 
and towns along the trail.” They chose this more difficult and undeveloped route 
rather than the Trans Canada Highway in order to really experience the scenery 
our vast country proffers. 


Watson will be compiling a hand-written journal daily, and when they are able 
to access a computer, this will be input and posted on their website for everyone 
to follow their progress. Also,Watson will be videotaping their travels and hopes 
to produce a movie after the adventure, which he intends to enter in the Banff 
Mountain Film Festival. 


Sitting with Watson, | couldn’t help but feel the calm sense of assurance that 
this was an extreme journey that he and McGee would complete this summer, 
along with a great sense of accomplishment. Certainly it will be an affirmation of 
Watson’s dreams and goals as he faces the challenges of his fight to overcome his 
kidney disorder. 


After this endurance feat, Watson plans to return to his maritime roots and the 
ocean, perhaps in Halifax. There he is looking forward to a thriving GLBT commu- 
nity and the social life that he has been missing to date. He hopes to find an 
occupation where he can work with people and help to make a difference. 
Somehow there’s no doubt that all of this will unfold according to his ambitions. 


During this summer watch for Dave and Justin to arrive in your hometown and 
please be sure to show your support for their amazing journey. 


Visit bikecanadaforkidney.com to make a donation, learn more about this 
fund-raising initiative by Dave and Justin or read the journal to keep up with their 
adventure. W 
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DVD REVIEWS 


By Dale Smith 
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Directed by: George Bamber 
From: here! Films 

Running Time: 88 minutes 
Release Date: 2006 


Based (somewhat loosely) on the 
comic strip by Eric Orner, this 
eminently enjoyable film follows the 
romantic exploits of one Ethan 
Green. Ethan (Daniel Letterle) is a 
twenty-something gay man who is 
unlucky in love—but don’t feel sorry 
for him. It’s his own fault, really. Ethan 
meets someone, falls madly in love, 
and a few weeks later, he starts 
picking him apart and leaves him in 
the pursuit of someone better, 


UL 
IAL LIFES 
eA Ag ae ita a Bg 


al 
Fal 
al 


| 


t_ E 
Li! 
Lo 


someone perfect. And it may have (#4 
something to do with a game of Dream | 
Date he played at a slumber party as a 
child, forever scarring his tortured 
psyche. 


Along the way, Ethan has left a string 

of ex-boyfriends who are still hanging 
around in his life. There’s Juarez @ 
(Ramon De Ocampo) who now lives 
with his mother, Harper (Meredith 
Baxter). There’s Leo (David Monahan) who owns the house that Ethan and his 
lesbian roommate Charlotte (Shanola Hampton) rent. And as the film opens, 
Ethan meets and starts dating hunky ex-baseball player Kyle (Diego Serrano), but 
quickly dumps him and starts going out with petulant twink Punch (Dean 
Shelton). 


But when Leo decides to get married to a notorious gay Republican, Ethan 
decides that maybe he should have tried harder with him, and his life slowly starts 
to unwind around him. Kyle and Punch both vie for his attention while Leo’s 
wedding date keeps getting closer—and Leo wants to sell the house that Ethan 
and Charlotte live in. And if that wasn’t bad enough, Harper is planning the 
wedding. 


The Mostly Unfabulous Social Life of Ethan Green is a great film that takes an hilar- 
ious look at the gay dating scene. Some of the funniest moments are depictions 
of online dating, web chats, and just what kind of a minefield it can be. In fact, the 
only low point for me was the tiresome Republican-versus-Democrat humour 
that is inevitable in American films. Throughout the humour, however, we start to 
dig a little deeper into what really matters, and into Ethan’s own issues, and finally 
takes him down that road to something resembling growing up. W 
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Directed by: Jeff Erbach 
From: Domino Films 
Running Time: 98 minutes 
Release Date: 2007 
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, Set somewhere in the Prairies, sometime 
St, 
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mid-century, The Nature of Nicholas is a unique 
tale that takes a turn to the dark. Nicholas 
(Jeff Sutton) is twelve years old, and confused 
about his sexuality. He is attracted to his best 
friend Bobby (David Turnbull), but Bobby 
seems far more interested in the girls at 
school—one in particular. But as Nicholas 
tries to deal with this complication in his life, his dead father (Tom McCamus) 
starts appearing, and_ his 

agenda appears to be a sinister 

one. 


Nicholas’ mother (Ardith 
Boxall) isn’t much help either. 
Aside from looking to pack up 
and move closer to town to 
escape the memories of the 
house, she has also started fee 
dating again. Her attempts at 
reaching out to the withdrawn 
Nicholas are of little use as § 
Nicholas not only rebuffs her, 
but also keeps virtually his 
entire world private from her. 
And that world is a bit of an odd one, from the B= 
dissecting bugs, to the visions of his dead father, 
and strange monster-form of Bobby that Nicholas | 
UnWanely unleashes but refuses to let Bobby 

arm. 


At its core, The Nature of Nicholas is a surreal } 
tale of the a a8 between desire and doing what 
is expected of you. In fact, that expectation is 
played out graphically on the screen in metaphors 
made flesh, adding to the dark and twisted sense 
that the film undertakes. Visually, the film is a 
sublime visual feast, shot in Manitoba to' great 
effect. That it is one hundred per cent Canadian 
independent cinema is an added bonus. Overall, 
the performances of the youre actors is 
outstanding, and they add to the haunting and J 
eerie atmosphere, which is compounded by the 
era in which the film is set—an era where cardi- 
gans are cool, and children get by in a minimalist 
environ. It’s one film that will keep you thinking 
long afterwards. W 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer who lives in Ottawa. His work also regularly appears in 
Capital Xtra and Ottawa Xpress, and he has previously written for XY Magazine. 
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Ruby, Ethyl & Bik? 


Planning an event in Edmonton? 
Contact jackson @jacksonphotografix.com and 
he’ll see about covering it in Out & About. 
Photos by: jacksonphotografix.com 
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By Ryan Spring B & , | 


As summer is just around the corner, now is the time to start thinking about 
our abdominal muscles and getting that six-pack ready for the beach. And I’m not 
talking about the one in the fridge! One of the best ways to build overall core 
strength is to use one of those big balls you often see around the gym. They 
come in many sizes and colours and are fun to use. I’m talking, of course, about 
a stability ball. 


The body responds to the instability resulting from proper exercise on the ball. 
This instability actually utilizes more muscles and with continued workouts, you'll 
enjoy stronger muscle growth with greater core strength. True core strength is 
realized when every muscle is involved in spinal stabilization from the upper to 
lower back. With this strong core you'll notice better posture and stronger 
growth of the muscles in the lower back and abdomen, which contribute to 
almost all of your daily physical demands. You'll also notice increased flexibility, 
better balance, coordination and overall improved posture. This is a ball we all 
need to use! 


Generally, adults 5' to 5'6" tall should use a 55cm stability ball slightly deflated 
and those 5'7" and over should use a 65cm stability ball slightly deflated. 
| recommend trying out different balls for size to see which suits you best. 
Beginners should use a larger and softer ball while those with more experience 
may find it more challenging with a smaller, harder ball. No comments please. 


While there are many effective exercises using this piece of equipment, one 
must only keep your routine on the ball simple for maximum results. In the 
photos accompanying this article you can see a few of the exercises that can be 
accomplished by using the stability ball. 


An important part of 
an abdominal workout 
involves full and complete 
stretching of your 
abdominals and obliques, 
and is vitally important 
to their development. 
A healthy stretch for at 
least eight seconds per 
position on the ball should 
facilitate an adequate 
stretch. Please remember 
if it feels uncomfortable 
don’t stretch for too long 
or too far as flexibility will 
come with regular use. 


Stretches 


OuUTLeaxs 


May 2007 


Photos by: Jason Hughes 


After an adequate stretch you can begin abdominal crunches. This is an 
excellent way to support your back while specifically targeting your abs. You'll 
want to perform your crunches as you would if you were on a mat. Remember 
to breathe out while contracting your abs on the upward motion. Do not bring 
your chin forward to your chest or snap your head back too far. Remember, this 
is not a sit-up, but simply a crunch. Try to feel your muscles contracting in your 
abdominals and picture them building and strengthening other under-used 
muscles in the same region. Between sets, repeat the stretching for added 
flexibility and quicker recovery. For the first few times, go easy to avoid 
overstressing your spinal discs. 


Abdominal Crunches 


Even if you’re not 100 per cent confident with these exercises, you can still use 
the stability ball between your legs and feet while lying down flat on your back. 
With your legs at a ninety-degree angle and the stability ball locked in against the 
floor and your legs, you can now perform abdominal crunches. This is an 
excellent way to minimize the use of your hip flexors, which will allow for a more 
targeted abdominal crunch. 


Ad Booking Deadline: May 15, 2007 


Celebrate pride with us! 


ei 


Another way to utilize the stability ball is to try some traditional push-ups with 
your feet on the ball. Ensure you take each rep slowly and only begin when you 
feel confident with the ball supporting your feet. You'll notice it’s quite a challenge 
to keep the ball from moving away from your feet. This is normal and is what 
builds your core strength. Control will come with practice. 


Want to work out your legs and butt too? 
The stability ball is perfect for performing 
squats. While standing, place the stability ball 
between the wall and your back. Lower your 
body to a sitting position while keeping your 
back on the ball and your head up and 
forward. This will take the tension from your 
back and focus it on the lower body while 
supporting your spine. 


Book now to reserve your space! 


888.228.1157 or sales@outlooks.ca 


Keep your cool this summer! 
ee at North East Grocery & | 


vd S > J | 


Your "Family" Corner Store and Ice Cream Parlour 
"in Bridgeland - 1104 Ist Ave. NE Calgary 403-269-2381 


Many office workers ask me if it’s true that using a stability ball in place of the 
average desk chair during the day would help reduce back pain and engage more 
muscles for stronger growth. While many feel the challenge of remaining erect 
on the ball helps to build core strength, according to researchers at the 
University of Waterloo, no difference in the degree of activation between the © y t iL 4 S 
chair and the stability ball were reported. Plus, it was hard to drink your coffee, ee 
type and remain on the ball at the same time! 

You should note the stability ball is also referred to as a Swiss Ball, physic ball, B U Y 
yoga ball, gym ball, exercise ball, sports ball, balance ball and body ball. While the ba 
stability ball is an extremely useful piece of equipment with many different types 


| : 
of exercise possibilities, remember to also focus on other activities in your RAD E 


routine for a full and balanced workout. Have a ball! W ; Café + Bar »Patio 


Ryan Spring is an ACE (American Council on Exercise) certified personal trainer Take out a classified ad in Outlooks 730 - 17TH Ave SW-. 
based in Vancouver. For more information, visit ryanspringfitness.com Hoan init wwiw.inelr 
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RobynsGraves 4 


Planning an event in 
Vancouver? 
Tontact Barry at 
604.685.1377 
and he’ll see about 
covering it in Out & About. 
: Photos by: Barry Piersdorff 
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participating restaurants 
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Michael, James & Angus 


Pride Launch 
March 30 at the Oasis 


Dustin, Chris & 
Damian 


Cheeky 


performances 


By Megan Mormon 


With pasties a-twirl and 
stockings held high, a new 
generation of women_ is 
reviving the traditional art of 
burlesque in Saskatoon. Their 

cheeky performances are enter- 
tainment with a critical analysis 
of gender and sexuality. 


Jackie Latendresse is one of the 
busiest people | know. Besides being 
the founder and Artistic Director of 
Free Flow Dance, the city’s only 
contemporary dance company, she’s the 
ringleader of a new crop of burlesque 
performers. | finally managed to sit down 
with her over coffee and a giant molasses 
cookie at a café in downtown Saskatoon. 


Latendresse happily admits to being old school, at least when it comes to 
burlesque. “I’m a dance history buff,’ she says, telling me of her collections of 
both dance books and pasties. Latendresse has been interested in Vaudeville, 
burlesque’s predecessor, for years; through Free Flow’s Vaudeville Fusion Project 
she has facilitated the development of contemporary versions of classic Vaudeville 
acts, including fan dancers and a set of conjoined twins. 


In Saskatchewan it’s technically illegal to display nudity and serve alcohol in the 
same public place. l’ve often heard visitors to Saskatoon giggle at our lack of strip- 
pers; it’s yet more evidence of the province’s conservative attitude and quaint 
reputation. Yet most residents are unaware that despite its beginnings as a 
temperance colony, the city had a vibrant Vaudeville scene, with over a dozen 
houses open on the west side throughout the early 1900s. Like Vaudeville, 
burlesque was affordable entertainment for the working class. In its early years, 
it was one of very few acceptable venues for women to dance and perform on 
stage, as well as make social and political statements. And it wasn’t just about 
stripping; satire was a preferred currency, and female-to-male cross-dressing was 
common. Eventually, with the growing film industry as competition, performers 
had to start showing more and more skin to draw in customers. By mid-century 
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THE DRAG KING PROJECT 
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LITTLE MEN 


MAY 17 - JUNE 16 
opening reception May 17 at 7 pm 
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3rd Floor Gallery 

Harcourt House Arts Centre 

10215-112 Street 

Edmonton, AB. Canada 

eo harcourthouse.ab.ca harcourthouse 


I i" Gatonton Nei Sessa Greate am 


<AieiE ln anrclioniaie 


the theatrical aspects had disappeared and burlesque had become synonymous 
with stripping. 


This winter Latendresse headed east to study and train as an instructor with 
Toronto-based performers Coco Framboise and Miss Mitzy Cream.After arriving 
back in Saskatchewan, she advertised for a burlesque dance class and inquiries 
flew in from around the province. Her first class had five students of varying 
experience levels; in the spring she started three more, including an “advanced” 
class for girls who wanted to further develop their characters and routines. 


In contrast to the other dance classes she teaches, there is no finite technique 
and no ‘right’ way to dance burlesque. Classes are held in the basement space of 
Positive Passions, a queer and kink-friendly adult shop on Broadway Avenue. 
Classes are small to allow people to get to know one another and build trust. 
Latendresse helps students feel comfortable with each other and encourages 
experimentation; it’s all about finding students’ individual styles. Each session 
focuses on a different skill—like working with gloves and stockings, and a pastie- 
making workshop. At the end of each class students perform for each other to 
the cheerful clapping and hooting of their classmates. “You leave feeling great 
about yourself,’ Latendresse confesses, and adds, “It’s my favourite class to teach.” 


Over time, students name and develop characters that highlight their talents; 
taking off their clothes may or may not be part of their repertoire. Latendresse 
cautions girls not to give too much away and never take anything off unless the 
audience deserves it—if they’re not cheering, they don’t want it badly enough. 
Dancers never remove their pasties or underwear. Latendresse says the best 
performances leave the audience wanting more; the possibility of nudity is often 
hotter than the skin itself. Traditional burlesque is all about that teasing poten- 
tial. 


Four of the five students in Latendresse’s first class teamed up to form the 
Rosebud Burlesque Troupe. | saw them perform in March at Free Flow Dance’s 
annual Dirty Bingo fundraiser, at which | was lucky (or perhaps tipsy) enough to 
be a guest bingo caller, dressed to theme as a plump and twitchy ballerina. 
Rosebud is made up of girls in all shapes and sizes, from tall and leggy to cute and 
chubby. “Burlesque has never been just for skinny girls,’ Latendresse explains, 
“You need to be able to shake!” Latendresse’s own character, Cheripop Purr, is 
Headmistress of the Rosebud Academy for Wayward Girls. It fits her perfectly. 
With mock sternness and an avalanche of double entendres Purr led the eager 
girls in a regimen of cheeky burlesque exercises. Other Dirty Bingo performers 
ran the naughtiness gamut from the hard-rocking Rusti Cage, dressed in layers of 
shredded lingerie, to gender-bending drag performances. 


“Do men ever perform burlesque?” | ask her. Increasingly, she replies, although 
burlesque has traditionally been the domain of women. Men in Vaudeville and 
burlesque revues performed as hosts and comedians between women’s acts. 
Contemporary crowds are mixed, and there would probably be room for men to 
perform as men. Latendresse’s classes are women-only, but she mentioned the 
possibility of a class especially for men who perform as drag queens. 


“Drag and burlesque are like two peas in a pod,” says Latendresse. Like drag 
queens, burlesque dancers perform idealized versions of femininity. At their best, 
they’re both campy, contemporary vehicles for exploring gender. Outside gay 
clubs, drag and burlesque frequently share the stage in Saskatoon, such as at the 
Carnival of Sex. As in drag performance, the social criticism in some burlesque 
acts is made accessible with humour. And also like drag, sometimes it’s just about 
being sexy and looking fabulous. 


Information about upcoming burlesque shows in Saskatoon, as well as the 
Vaudeville Fusion Project, is available on the Free Flow Dance’s website: 
freeflowdance.ca. W 


candies. Visit her online at populust.ca 
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“T, you, he, she, we...in the garden of 
mystic lovers - are not true distinctions.” 
- Rumi 
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OFFERING THE LATEST & MOST ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
AVAILABLE TO MEN & WOMEN FOR SKIN TREATMENT 


GZ Revolutionary New Wrinkle Removal Treatment | 
Now Available From $100 
oll Non-Invasive, Exceptional Results 
- Utilizing Infra-red RF 
Dermal Remodeling 


LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
PHOTO REJUVENATION 
REFIRME SKIN TIGHTENING 
WRINKLE REDUCTION 
OXYGEN THERAPY A 
MICRODERMABRASION 
CELLULITE REDUCTION 
VISUAL MICROSCOPY 
LASER TATTOO REMOVAL 
VEIN TREATMENT 


CONSULTATION 


LOCATED: MAIN RETAIL LEVEL / MOUNT ROYAL VILLAGE 
Suite 108, 880 - 16TH Ave. SW Gatcary, AB. T2R 1J9 


INFO@AGELESS.CC 4 v4 i ie pene 
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feature contact Cap Peters toll free 


888 228 1157 


or email 
sales@outlooks.ca 


177 Frank Street Ottawa, ON Canada 
613.688.2753 - 877.580.5015 
Please visit our associate property in 
Toronto's Gay Village at www.mcgillbb.ca 


rideauinn2005@rogers.com 


Theblue Ewe | 
CABINinthe WOODS 
A Memorable Escape 
Hot Tub & Sauna 
A Beautiful Place 


Nestled above the Okanagan Lake. 
Gay wedding packages available! 
Just minutes away from estate 
wineries, world class golfing, great 


skiing!, boating, fishing, 
Wit large pr vate pa 
hot tub overloo! 


and casinos. 
io and 8 man 
ing the lake 


www.theeaglesnestbandb,com 


1.866.766.9350 


e-mail: eaglesnestbnb@hotmail.com RoET 1} 
WWW, SaiSpring, cOMm/ DLE 


When visiting 


Ottawa, relax 
in the 
elegance of 


our beautiful * 


Discover the 


Victorian 


bed & 


comfort of 


the Inn on 282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 


(800) 658-3564 
www.innonsomerset.com 
email: info@innonsomerset.com 


breakfast 


Somerset. 


in the heart of 


the action, 


34 


May 2007 OUTLEQKS 


oe = = eens es ae = 


One of the most charming places to stay in Dallas, Texas is the Daisy Polk Inn. It’s 
conveniently located just a couple of blocks from the Cedar Springs strip which is 
the heart of Dallas’ gay nightlife. This gay-owned inn has been restored to its original 
condition with antiques and cosy furnishings. 

The Daisy Polk Inn was originally built in 1904 and the restoration of this lovely 
Arts and Crafts home was completed in 2002. The Inn is named for its long-time 
owner, Miss Daisy Polk, who occupied the home for over sixty years. Miss Polk was 
an “up and coming star” in the Dallas opera world according to the Dallas Press. She 
studied in Europe with Caruso and taught at the prestigious Hockaday School for 
girls in Dallas. The report from her cousin, Mr. Lucius Polk of Houston, Texas, who 
inherited the home when Miss Daisy died, is that Miss Daisy was very involved in 
entertaining American troops who were being shipped overseas during the Second 
World War.Wayne Falcone, the present owner and operator of the Daisy Polk Inn, 
purchased the property at 2917 Reagan at Dickason from Mr. Polk in 1996 and began 
an extensive restoration with the assistance of Mr. Gerald Tomlin of Gerald Tomlin 
and Associates of Dallas and New York. 

The home is filled with antiques from Europe and the northeastern states of the 
USA. The colours for the interior walls, wall paper and draperies are those of the 
Arts and Crafts period when the home was originally built. When the home was 
given historical status, it was also given the approval to be licensed as a bed and 
breakfast facility. 

The accommodations in the main house are the Daisy Suite, the Reagan Suite and 
the Dickason Suite. All suites have private bath facilities. The Daisy Suite and the 
Reagan Suite have queen size beds and the Dickason Suite has a double bed. The 
rates for the Daisy Suite and the Reagan Suite are $150.00 per night. The Dickason 
Suite rate is $129.00 per night. A two night minimum is required on weekends and 
holidays. 

The room rates include breakfast with freshly baked muffins, scones and other 
tasty treats. French is spoken here for the benefit of French Canadian tourists. 

If you are looking for that “home-away-from-home” warm reception then The Daisy 
Polk Inn is a great choice when you are visiting Dallas. 

Daisy Polk Inn 

2917 Reagan Street 

Dallas, Texas 75219 

214-522-4692 

daisypolkinn@sbcglobal.net Daisypolkinn.com 
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Take out a classified ad in Outlooks 


House On 
McGill B&B 


A Church St. village 
Bed & Breakfast 
www.megillbb.ca 


416. ae 1503 


www.thesummerhouse.info 
_ Also Culinary Tours in the Region 


Guest House 


Experience our 1912 Arts & Craft heritage home 
with its English ambiance. 


All are welcome, including your favourite pet 


Rolls-Royce Service 
216 - 2S Avenue SW 
Calgary Alberta 
Phone: 403 2291758 Toll Free: 866 846 7038 


westways@shaw.ca 


WWW.GAYWESTWAYS.COM 


Each unit has: 
*41 bedroom 
*2 bathrooms 
* kitchenette 
* living room 
* balcony 43 
* air-conditioning 
* maid service 


Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel,one block fiom Gay beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


www.boana.net boana@pynet. cCOM.Mx 
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IN THE NEWS 
Summer Sabine On The Pacific 


By Outlooks Staff 


One of the favorite summer 
attractions for Vancouver's gay 
| and lesbian community (and 
visitors to the city) is a T- dance 
cruise on the Pacific Ocean. For 
e a little more than fifteen years 

CruiseyT Productions has been 
celebrating diversity with their 
popular party cruises. A summer 
in Vancouver is not complete without at least one ocean cruise, which helps to 
financially support numerous GLBT community groups. 

During these fifteen-plus years, the cruises have been raising money for the 
Vancouver Gay & Lesbian Community. Organisers Randy Newburg and James R. 
Steck have raised over $590,000 for various charities, such as Vancouver's Pride 
Society, A Loving Spoonful, Little Sisters Defence Fund, Friends for Life, and many 
more. CruiseyT is now expanding into Seattle Washington, to raise money for the 
Seattle Pride Society. 

On Saturday June 23, 2007 CruiseyT’s first Seattle’s Official Pride Cruise, will 
sail in the Puget Sound. Similar to Vancouver’s Cruises, DJ Zach Shore & Seattle’s 
Dj Bret T will spin the dance tunes for over 450 partygoers. The Spirit of Seattle 
vessel is equipped with three levels, and three dance floors plus two bars to serve 
refreshments and light food. CruiseyT also has Vancouver's acclaimed Drag Diva 
Joan-E performing with her special guests. Joan-E has co-starred in the hit movie 
Connie & Carla, and The Collector and at many more celebrity events. CruiseyT is 
the best way to spend Pride 2007 in Seattle, with good tunes, an amazing Drag 
show, the beautiful scenery of Puget Sound, good food, and plenty of fun on the 
high seas. CruiseyT is also working closely with Barbie, the owner of Purr 
Cocktail Lounge, for a pre-Cruise T Dance on the same day from 3-6 p.m. 

Tickets for CruiseyT can be purchased on line at cruiseyt.com, at Little 
Sisters, Priape (in Vancouver) or at Purr Cocktail Lounge (in Seattle) for $55 US. 
The Cruise boards at 7:00PM at Pier 55 at Argosy Cruises of the MV Spirit of 
Seattle. They depart at 7:30PM for a four-hour sailing. If you are traveling from 
Vancouver to Seattle, check out the Travel Packages on line. CruiseyT has 
prepared a tour (bus ride to & from Seattle, hotel accommodations, pre-cruise 
parties, and CruiseyT tickets) at very reasonable prices. Take to the ocean this 
summer and enjoy a gay party, take in some of the beautiful sights from the water 
and help support some very worthwhile GLBT causes. For more information on 
CruiseyT Productions check their website at cruiseyt.com or call James R. 
Steck at 604-889-4142 or e-mail james@cruiseyt.com. 


Accommodations include an expanded. 
|’ continental breakfast along with fresh 
) fruit, juices, freshly baked muffins, 
cereal, bagels, english muffins, tea, | 
and our specially blended coffee. | 
Guests are always attracted to lounge | 
n the Hotel's rooftop. | 
Clothing is optional. 
The lobby is not just a place to lounge, 
but to access the Internet via our | 
Internet kiosk and to enjoy some of 
proprietor Mel Cheren's artwork. 
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vancouver massage 


B.C.’s BEST ALL MALE 


204 


100 


employment acommodations 


100 - Employment 


outreach, harm reduction tools, HIV 
information and education to MSM/gay 


service industry 104 
work wanted 105 


dating services 404 
announcements 405 


11" Street 


office 101 massage 401 AIDS Calgary requires an outreach worker Memoma and suites MASSAGE 
domestic 102 friends 402 for the HEAT (HIV Education and / Downtown Calgary Our site is: 
reese TOammodels 403 Awareness Today) program. Provide $40 - $100 per night 


VANCOUVERGAYMASSAGE.com 


GWM, 55, world travelled, own 
motorhome. Looking for 
mature man for future 
retirement plans. Reply #0501 


| Fit, slim, 40’s GWM, looking 


help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, 
and suites for rent 202 
shared 
accommodations 203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations 
wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
real Estate Agent 208 
office space wanted 209 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and 


phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 


escorts 411 
erotic Body Massage412 
women’s services 413 
Fitness 414 
500 - 
Announcements 
birthdays 501 
anniversary 502 
obituary 503 
in memoriam 504 
notices 505 
general 507 
lost & found 508 
services 509 
weddings 510 
600 - Travel 


accommodations 601 


men. To apply, see job description: 
www.aidscalgary.org/aboutUs/employment.shtml 


Deadline 4:00 pm, May 7, 2007 


105 
work wanted 


PERSONAL SPACES 
Bring your wildest imagination to life 
Discrete and professional 


Special wall covering for that personal touch 


Multi purpose adult playrooms 


Themes: Custom: 
Leather Tables 
Rubber Chairs 
Stone Apparatus 
Etc. Etc. Etc. Ete. 


Anything you want! 
In Calgary & area 
Daniel (403) 383-3687 


|, Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 
P://WWW.11STREET. COM 


206 
vacation rentals 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999, www.boana.net 
boana@pynet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 


for long-term relationship. 
Seeking similar age male who 
enjoys an active lifestyle and 

keeping fit. Reply #0502 


Feel Better! The art of massage! ___ 


401 
Calgary massage 


‘erotic/sensual, 
massage for your 
pleasure and arousal 
| Ineall or outoall 
‘available for gays, 
_bisexuals, and 


For queries and 
appointments, 
call (403) 619-8905, 
Roquestudios Massage. 


401 
Edmonton massage 


Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 


Gay Astrology’s Website 


artworks 303. travel Alberta 602 on : : : 
sie aS Roormnte\wanted iar Calsary CONGIHOR DE: Maid service. Gay phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 
computers 304 ‘ave! Sea gl : Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 
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general and miscella travel Quel i : ; mage daily 9am-Spm (CT). 
Li ional 605 renovated 2br walk out suite in 2 
neous 305 Toa eaTouonc! Bridgeland. $450/mth includes utilities , 
garage sales 306 general 606 phone, internet & cable. 10 min from 207 
pets 307 700- Business downtown, new carpet, lots of windows. office space for rent 
Z Call in Calgary 403-815-4189 FRUS TED BY BDSM 
services 701 Beltline shared office space, 225 sq. ge S 
business opportunity 702 ROOMMATE WANTED ft tf int Mich A E-MAIL DREAMERS? 
Looking for gay male to share a d/t -, USE OF Tax, Internet, phone system, 


A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 


condo in Calgary. $500 per month which self-contained, $500/mth including 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


OUTLOQKS 
ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 
CHEQUES / MONEY ORDERS 


includes fully furnished room with TV, 
DVD, VHS & stereo. $250 DD. Call 
Richard at 403-228-1512 


util. & taxes. Gay enviroment. 
In Calgary 403-228-1157 


305 
general sales 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper 


B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 
slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


Hot 26 yr. old Aftrican man seeking 
long-term relationship and possible 

marraige with man of any age. Please 
e-mail me at abusuamaame @ yahoo.com 
or write me at: 


www.AccessNewAge.com/ 
Stargayzer 
for 


Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 


Gay Love Signs, Closets in your 


Chart 

Stonewall horoscope 
This site offers easy to order 
rsonal readings by Mad 


dati 


Ave., Edmonton,AB [3 


TSK ONS. Afrifa Armstrong 
Ph:780-482-7480. North Briges Road 
P.O.Box 385 


BARERAC 
LONDON. 


E-mail: 
Nsoatre -B/A Ghana 


“VISA Master 


exec.express @ shaw.ca 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


FIRST 25 WORDS - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
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NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


oes aes | | |S al 
DAY PHONE: 
HOME PHONE: ADDITIONAL 25 WORDS (10.00 CHARGE) 

ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST BE 


LL | eee a (ee 
CM oe | 
2S | | ee 
Rd |S a a | eg 


OuTLpaKs 


VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 
CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


36 May 2007 


g services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


CURRENT DEADLINE: May 25th, 2007 


2) ‘ CC ] . : ; : ‘ ‘ : Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


First 25 Words: $20.00. 
Additional 25 words or less: 
$10.00 
Entire ad in Bold: $10.00 
Headline: $10.00 
Photograph (1”x1” B&W): 
"$15.00 
Border Around Ad: $15.00 
Reply Number Forwarding: 
$5.00 
SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 


3 Issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 

GRAND TOTAL: 


WHO'S WAITING 
FOR YOU?” 
Calgary 


403.355.2222 


Vancouver 


604.257.5555 © 


Toronto 


416.915.4545 


Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 
FREE TRIAL 


CODE: 3901 


Immigration is fof 16 


# 


VN Recent Successful Clients & 2 
FERREI RA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION 

4 Ss E R Vv 1 t E Ss 

- ho We Help Make Canada Your Home 

Complete immigration services, 

Competitive pricing, 

Friendly knowledgeable staff, 

Extraordinary success rates 


Not sure where to begin? Call 
us today for a FREE assessment 
416-651-8889 
info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
1377 Bathurst Street 
Toronto, ON M5R 3H8 


We donate to Lesbian and Gay community support 
agencies for every new client 


Certified Canadian Immigration Consultants CCIC-CSIC 


MONTREAL 
Gay classy. Huge and thick 9” uncut. 
Versatile, awesome body, sexy. 
Available for hot sex! 
Very Open! Located in Montreal’s 
Gay Village. 24/7, Out call’s $150 
downtown Montreal 
514-523-3825 / 514-686-SXXX 


om 


601 
travel accommedations 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
Heading south to PV? 
Need a place to stay? 
Huge discounts for summer rentals. And the 
time to book your accommodations for next 
winter is now! For studio, condo or villa, we 
can help at www.gaymexpy.com 


604 
travel Quebec 


AUBERGELL Bed & Breakfast 
Montreal 
Yvon has been receiving guests in this 
recently renovated centennial home since 
1990. 

Hardwood and heated slate floors, brick 
walls, a subdued ambiance wonderful 
antiques 
matched to magnificient modern pieces in 5 
rooms in Montreal's Gay Village, 
wireless internet and expanded Continental 
breakfast 
www.aubergell.com 
514-597-0878 


SIR MONTCALM B&B 
Montreal 
Let Andre and Yvon host you in their modern 
Bed and Breakfast in Montreal's Gay Village 
Wireless internet, 
flat-screen televisions,3 rooms,two suites, an 
apartment/condo,all with private baths, 
full-service breakfast,beautiful deck,diningroom, 
home-theatre in a livingroom 
www.sirmontcalm.com 
$14-522-7747 


605 
travel international 


Twin Oaks Campground 
& 


Lodging 
Men only, clothing optional, 
year round. 
Rural Central North Carolina 


www.ourtwinoaks.com 
twinoaks @rtelco.net 
(919) 742-3203 8am-8pm please. 


701 
business services 


Handsome grass-cutters & canine 
clean-up can; mow your lawn, clean up 
after your canine, perform spring yard 

clean-up. Competitive rates, 
professional, handsome grass-cutters! 
In Calgary call 403-874-9086 


Santa 


|) 
i 


Eleven guest suites with southwest decor 
Private entrances & romantic courtyards 
Fis more Kiva fireplaces & viga ceilings 

Wace Arr om, Expanded continental breakfast 


Tel: 505.983.0798 - 1.800.396.4104 E-mail: bluebear@newmexico.com 
www.turquoisebear.com 


Fe, 


HOROSCOPE ro} 


Get your “gayme” on while merry May gets underway. We have a bit of a dreamy time 
through the month as dizzy Neptune retrogrades. Will you grab the wrong maypole 


and go 


sf. 
oe) 
I 


P 2 @P 0 


za u. FS 


> < 


for a spin? Worse things could happen... 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Rough and ready proud Rambos can find themselves perplexed in the center of a crowd this 
May. Neptune's retrograde will have you dancing in various social settings. But as the month 
progresses your dance card could be switched. How will it look when you show up at a formal 
affair dressed in your best muumuu? Maybe no one will notice your lack of underwear... 


TAURUS) (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Your corporate designs will be florid, fluid and subject to change all through May. That is 
because retro Neptune has wonderful plans for you in other atmospheres. Senior staff may 
not know what to make of your unusually unorthodox manners. Queer Bulls are advised to 
take a vacation and percolate in a more receptive environment.... like anywhere except at 
work. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

If you are hankering to travel, be sure to pack extra patience and an acute sense of adventure. 
Retro Neptune will test new waters for you, which might have a couple of sharks hiding in the 
coral. But all won’t be lost. There’ll be the opportunity for a boatload of fun with every 
adventure. Who knows who will paddle by? Keep your mind open and your knees apart. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

You are offered a range of romantic choices this May. Will your steamy affair go the distance 
or run out of gas at the next corner? Only you can say, pink Crab. Retro Neptune will make 
any fleeting fling momentous. Hold on to your heart and wait until June before you give it away. 
And in the meantime, enjoy the May madness for what it is worth... which is not very much. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Partners will have a few tricks up their sleeves this May. Things are not what they seem, or 
maybe you are just not seeing things clearly. Don’t promise anything monumental until June, 
proud Lion. You will not be able to fulfill your promise. Retro Neptune may cause some false 
starts or unrealistic expectations. But at least it keeps life interesting! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Queer Virgins like to feel in charge of process. But retro Neptune has other plans for you this 
May. No sooner do you set upon a task, when various forms of distraction—and detours— 
take over. Why ask why? Why stress out? Let things do their assorted ebbs and flows, and 
wait it out. In the long run it is less work to let things pile up a bit. At least that is what | have 
been told. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Fun has a way of getting totally out of hand this May. Blame it on retro Neptune who'll spike 
your punch and leave you high and dry by the end of the evening. Proud Libras may find 
themselves overdoing it and later rueing it. But there is no glory sitting on the sidelines wishing 
for a chance. Go forth with a sense of adventure and your eyes wide open. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

Don't be surprised if things go awry around the house through May. Retro Neptune will have 
a way of creating havoc in your island of tranquility. Before the madness hits, check for any 
loose wires and leaky pipes. Tend to all domestic chores early in the month. Then you can relax 
and enjoy the creative side of Neptune later in the month. Rainbow shag carpet anyone?? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

You think you are making sense. In fact, you see yourself as seer-like and erudite. Actually, retro 
Neptune has a way of making you seem outrageously woolly. If you find folks moving out of 
your sphere this May, try to think more and speak less. The world will catch up to you later in 
the summer, but for now you are marked as just another crackpot. Sigh, typical... 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

A pink Cap and their money are soon parted thanks to retro Neptune. If a certain investment 
is too good to be true, it probably is. Stay close to your dough and save rather than spend or 
even invest. You don’t have all the facts and tend to gloss over the important fine print. There 
will be plenty of time to break the bank later this summer. For now, simmer. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Neptune will retrograde in your own sign and make you too glorious for words. At least that 
is what you will believe. You make an ... ahem ... interesting first impression on important folks 
now. Should you hide yourself away lest you upset your carefully crafted course? No. Just try 
to hang around friends and supporters. They will bolster you no matter what. | think... 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Your intuition is off-kilter this May. Guppies with their finely attuned sense of destiny may find 
themselves traipsing down dead-ends and going on Wilde detours. No matter— sometimes 
you find the most interesting people on a tangent or in some lost corner. The trick is to 
maximize every opportunity and maintain that good sense of humor and irony. 


© 2007 THE STARRY EYE, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 
Can’t get enough? Join the blog: thestarryeye.typepad.com/queer 

Lichtenstein’s HerScopes; A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international 
sensation. Buy it and feel the vibration. 
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LA DOLCE VITA 


From: Lucas Entertainment 


Calgary 


Toronto 
London 


Ottawa 


BSOSTEXATHERINE ESPATONTREAL, QUEBEC 1-800-361-9929 
aWEGAVIDEO.CA WEGAVIDEO.TV 


Featuring: Part |- Ben Andrews, Rod Prue. Bond, Erik Grant, 
errick Hanson, Lorenzo, Michael Lucas, Jack MacCarthy, Harold Pitt, 
Spencer Quest, Jason Ridge, Pete Ross, Cole Ryan, Jonathon Vargas, Wilson 
‘asquez 
Part 2- Justin Christopher, Jamie Donovan, Erik Grant, Chad Hunt, Michael 


Lucas, Spencer Quest, Jason Ridge, Pete Ross, Cole Ryan, Savanna Samson, 
Brad Star, Ray Star 


Running Time: Part |&2: 120 minutes each 


Every once in a while, there is an exceptional gay adult movie that stands 
out from the run-of-the-mill productions. Such is the case with Michael 
Lucas’ La Dolce Vita. 


Inspired by the classic tale of sex, glamour, and debauchery, this hien 
quality movie will entertain, impress and arouse every viewer during the 
four-hour story. Breaking all-time records as the winner of fourteen GayVN 
awards, Michael Lucas has indeed created a masterpiece for all to enjoy. 


The story is set in Manhattan’s fashion, celebrity and society worlds. 
Heading further down the path, characters enter the seedy underground sex 
sub-culture. Michael Lucas plays the lead character of Max Todd, an author- 
turned-magazine columnist with a doting porecend and a frustrating case of 
writer’s block. Having written one successful novel, he is unable to complete 
his second book and has to settle for life as a magazine society columnist 


_Wet Dream 
From: eurocreme 


38 


May 2007 


Featuring: Cameron Jackson, George Basten, Eugen Procci, Thomas Dyk, 
Grenady Prokoy, Phill Berger, George Simon, Milan Brezze, Tomi Sem, Drago 
Lembeck, Alex Friezer, Robin Lu, Miro Benks 


Running Time: 103 Minutes 


Wet Dream chronicles lifeguard George Basten’s day in which he finds 
himself able to control what the guys visiting his swimming pool get up to. 
The day begins as George is heading to work at the local swimming pool 
where he is the hot, young blond lifeguard. He looks as though he is the 
reason why the expression “swimmer’s build” appears in so many personal 
ads, but George is definitely the real goods. On the way to work George 
takes his usual shortcut through the woods where he encounters a strange 
music box standing alone in a grassy clearing. He thinks it is probably left 
behind from the fairground that was located there the day before. However, 
when he places his hand upon the palm print in this funny looking object 
something happens—his temperature rises, he feels strange and it’s as 
though he is in a trance. 


Later that same day at the pool, all the visitors are the usual crowd—but 
when George looks at them something happens—his fantasies are acted out 
by the hunky, young swimmers! At first George is content to invagine the 
guys enjoying each other’s muscular bodies, which gives him a feeling of 
control. However, after two or three of these dreams George is very horny 
and he decides it’s time to put himself in the action to see what happens. 


OuTripans 


Vancouver 


604-677-2424 


Edmonton 


780-665-6666 


Winnipeg 
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403-770-0776 


204-480-9898 
416-281-8888 
919-679-9999 
613-566-2000 


: Toll tae 1-871-628-9696 


who is the man’s man about town. Judging b 
He that many would envy and for those who 
able. ea 


Lucas has assembled a stunning cast wi 
gay adult movies and some of the most ee 
counts, then Ben Andrews, Chad Hunt, Bra 
Star, and of course Michael Lucas are in the 
audience pleasers. For good looks, great p 
Lorenzo, Harold Pitt, phe Jonathon Var; are 
pele Jamie Donovan, Jack MacCarthy, 

yan make for a well-rounded cast and a tru 
characters for this very diverse but erotic sto 


From the fashion show runways to the pr 
parties or the underground sex clubs, the steamy hot 
action and talented storytelling make this a foul 
hour adventure that can only be described 
incredible movie. It stands out from the crow 
every way. This four DVD collection is a keeper an 
should be in every serious gay adult movie - 
tion. 


Review sponsored by: 
Express Video 
#202 ~ 11745 jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
(780}482-7480 exec.express@shawca: © Ss 


Along comes Cameron Jackson, Tomi Sem and Phill Berger jus 
is thinking of some group sex. The jacuzzi seems | he perfe 
start and in no time George has dreamed the pe! ect scen io 
studs to enjoy. When George pairs up with Tomi, iso 
ready to burst from his tight Speedos. Tomi is ready for acti 
reveals his perfect ten and Phill is also very adept at dealin 
tion. George’s dream is probably a fantasy that has oc 
other minds at the same time and they easily 

George Basten has made his mark in this movi 
from Sauvage. He takes the lead role and uses 
blonde hair, and the kind of smile that can eithe 
your body parts stiffen, usually the latter. — 


Review sponsored by: / > 
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MUSIC: ick | 
BODIES: tetcicte 
ACTION: tei 99% | 
SETS: tokkok| 


STORY: kek fi 
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SIZEIMATIERS 


Calgary's Biggest line for Man to Man Action! 


MORE MEN. 
MORE VARIETY, 
LIVEANDLOCAL. 


*y! 


ALWAYS HOT. | 


Call 


Purchase membership by phone: 


1.900.451.8434 (75 min/S$25”) 


Try Cruiseline Text for free. Text “xtra” to SFREE - www.cruiseline.ca 


50% off with our new member special. Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 


C1! O ‘ay 
eg  @ O0 
Vancouver 
604.639.3511 
Victoria 
250.414.6962 


free trial cope 1501 


257.5555 


416.915. 4545 250.220.1000 
403|355.2222 306.374.8181 
| Find men in your area: 
1.800.777.8000 


20” OFF 


for new members 


Calgary Toronto St. Catherines 
403.234.6538 416.915.1858 905.704.3646 


Edmonton Hamilton Kitchener 
780.490.2273 905.296.0566 519.342.1808 


